
The Lady Wasps soccer team ended a 
three game losing streak on Wednes-
day by defeating Hollins University in 
a thrilling overtime game by a score 
of  5-4.  The Wasps were led by fresh-
man midfielder, Emily Belanger, who 
completed a hat trick.

The first goal of  the game came 
from Belanger in the 19th minute of  
play off  an assist from Ellyn Coles.  
Hollins would quickly answer with a 
goal of  their own tying the game at 
1-1.  Emory and Henry midfielder, 
Erica Merriman, put the Wasps up 
2-1 on an unassisted goal just before 
halftime.

Hollins would come out of  half-
time strong and score only twenty 
seconds into the second half.  About 
ten minutes later, Hollins’ Morgan 
Wood found the back of  the net on a 
corner kick to take the lead 3-2.  The 
next Wasp goal came from Belanger 
in the 63rd minute, which was soon 
followed by a goal from defender 
Sarah Gorenflo, making the score 
4-3.

With only nine minutes left in 
the half, Hollins drew even with the 
Wasps yet again with a goal from 
Maran O’Neill.  The match would 
then be settled in overtime by Emily 

Belanger who knocked in her third 
goal of  the game to complete her 
hat trick.  Coach Gess said afterward 
“For a single player to get three goals 
is always special.  However it is Em-
ily’s contributions all over the field 
that game that really excited me the 
most.”

Emily had this to say on her 
breakout performance - “When I 
scored the winning goal in overtime 
it took me a moment until I realized 
what was actually going on...I will 
have to say, it’s very cool that my first 

3 goals of  my college career was a hat 
trick, one of  them being the game 
winning goal in overtime!”

The Wasps’ second game of  the 
week was against the undefeated 
Marlins of  Virginia Wesleyan Col-
lege.  The Marlins scored within the 
first five minutes of  play.  In the 13th 
minute goalkeeper Sarah Jerome ran 
out of  the box to stop the Marlins at-
tack when the ball barely slipped past 
her.  It looked like it was a sure goal 
for Wesleyan, but E&H defender Ka-
sey Simmons out ran the opponent 
and took her place in the goal where 
she made two crucial saves.

Unfortunately for the Wasps, Vir-
ginia Wesleyan would control posses-
sion of  the ball for nearly the entire 
match which led to the Marlins scor-
ing four more un-answered goals.  
Late in the game, in the 89th minute, 
there was a bright spot for the Wasps 
as Bethany Myer scored to make the 
final score 5-1.  “We had VWC on 
their back foot, for a team who is 
ranked 13th in the nation I think that 
shocked them a bit”, said Gess.

The Lady Wasps soccer team (3-
7, 2-4 ODAC) will have a two game 
road stretch at Lynchburg and then 
Shenandoah.  The next home game 
will be Oct. 9 at 6:00 P.M. where they 
will look to defeat the Maroons of  
Roanoke College.

Freshman Emily Belanger scored a 
hat trick to spur the Wasps to a 5-4 
victory in overtime against Hollins, 
ending the team’s three game losing 
skid.
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