
The terms “NBA All-Star Game” 
and “defense” should never be used 
in the same sentence unless the impli-
cation is that they are polar opposites.

What is defense? According to 
Merriam-Webster, defense is “the 
act of  defending someone or some-
thing from attack.” Well, you certain-
ly won’t find this word in practice 
during the NBA All-Star Game.

This past weekend, the Western 
All-Stars defeated the Eastern All-
Stars by a ludicrous score of  196-173 
in what is perhaps the most sickening 
event in professional sports in the 
United States.

Obviously the NBA All-Star 
Game is about entertainment, and it’s 
also about giving teams a chance to 
rest their players over the vigorous 82 
game season stretch that has players 
competing on an almost nightly basis 
until season’s end. Perhaps the season 
is simply too long, but that is another 
debate for another day.

But seriously, what is the point of  
paying top dollar price to see these 
guys play, the best basketball players 
in the world play, if  all the game is 
that it’s a glorified shoot-around for 
guys that we already know can shoot 
the ball? What really is the purpose?

If  it is entertainment, then the 
NBA has surely missed the mark. 
That’s what it is said the be about, 
but to them it’s just about the money. 
And I’m sure that they made a for-
tune off  of  this game because of  it 
being Lakers legend Kobe Bryant’s 
last time competing in an All-Star 
game.

There has been a recent trend in 
the NBA of  teams trying to build su-
per teams. Look at the Golden State 
Warriors, look at LeBron going back 
to Cleveland to join Kyrie and Kev-
in Love, and look at when LeBron 
when he went to the Miami Heat to 
join Wade and Bosh. Who could for-
get that infamous pep rally filled with 
smoke and hype after LeBron start-
ed counting off  the number of  rings 
that they would win together? What 
about talks of  Russell Westbrook 
and Kevin Durant perhaps going to 
Golden State? Or perhaps Durant 
joining John Wall and Bradley Beal in 
Washington where Durant grew up?

Nevertheless, the fans and play-
ers seem to want and enjoy these su-
per team ideas. They love to debate 
back and forth about who would win 
and why. This year’s Warriors or the 
1995-96 Chicago Bulls? It’s a com-
mon question this season argued by 
all NBA aficionados and ESPN ana-

lysts everywhere.
Well, in case you haven’t noticed, 

the NBA All-Star Game is the ex-
act thing that people want – super 
teams. I understand that the players 
want their rest, but if  that’s the case 
then give them more days off  or play 
less regular season games. But do not 
put players such as Stephen Curry, 
LeBron James, Paul George, Russell 
Westbrook, Kobe Bryant, Kevin Du-
rant, and the rest just so I can NOT 
watch a competitive game.

Imagine if  these guys actually put 
on an actual all-star game, where they 
all gave their best efforts in both of-
fense and defense? Now that would 
be real entertainment. That would be 
a show. That would be worth watch-
ing and worth my time and worth 
the top dollar price it costs to attend. 
Seeing two super teams pitted against 
each other in an actual battle for the 
ages.

But why even bother if  they ar-
en’t going to play the sport correctly 
how it is supposed to be played? Last 
time I checked, Steph Curry hasn’t 
shot any half-court shots just for the 
fun of  it in a regular season game.

Either give these players the rest 
they want and need so that they can 
put on a real show for the All-Star 
Game or just don’t be crooks about it 
and have the event just to make some 
money.

Heck, I didn’t pay a single cent 
of  my money, and yet I feel the most 
ripped off.

Thank you, David Stern. Thank 
you, NBA All-Stars. And thank you, 
fans.

Los Angeles Lakers legend Kobe 
Bryant played in his final All-Star 
Game this year, and it was the high-
est scoring All-Star Game in history, 
196-173.
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