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By Parker Eads

From an early loss to Virginia 
Tech to a National Championship;
A firsthand account of Ohio 
State’s improbable path to glory.
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he. The Ohio State 
University – The first 
winners of the first 
ever Inaugural Col-
lege Football Playoff.

As a diehard Buck-
eye fan, I could not begin to fath-
om the thought that the Buckeyes 
would emerge as champions after 
that September 6 loss to the local 
Virginia Tech Hokies. I witnessed 
this defeat first hand, and it was 
a long trip back from Columbus 
the next day for obvious reasons.
Many sports writers all around the 
country ruled out not just Ohio 
State, but the entire Big Ten Con-
ference from even reaching the 
playoffs, as Michigan State had lost 
to Oregon earlier that day as well. 
I agreed with them. I could not see 
any way out for my beloved Buck-
eyes. And now, I have never been 
happier to admit how wrong I was.

Ohio State went on a run that 
will never be forgotten by the col-
lege football and sports world. 
Following the loss, the Bucks rat-
tled off ten straight wins behind 
backup and emerging Heisman 
candidate JT Barrett, by knock-
ing off two ranked opponents in 
Michigan State and Minnesota. 
Once the Bucks started creeping 
their way back into the playoff pic-
ture, it was then in the last regu-
lar season game against Michigan, 
that JT Barrett went down. This 
was devastating enough having 
already lost Braxton Miller before 
the season began. I saw this in the 
very same spot that I observed 
the loss to Virginia Tech, and

T
I felt the same exact feeling of 
complete defeat despite win-
ning ‘The Game’ (Michigan).

Ohio State was lucky enough to 
have such an amazing backup quar-
terback, but who could be next? 
Certainly our third string quarter-
back could not lead us to a champi-
onship. What ensued was an amaz-
ing three game stretch in which 
third string backup Cardale Jones 
got his chance to shine. The Buck-
eyes were still not guaranteed a 
playoff spot, as TCU was leading the 
race for that fourth and final spot.

owever, Cardale 
Jones pulled off 
the unthinkable 
with an abso-
lute beatdown 
of the Wiscon-
sin Badgers in 

the Big Ten Championship game. 
OSU won 59-0 behind three 
touchdown passes from Jones. 

With such a convincing victory 
with a third string quarterback, this 
propelled them into the playoff.
Then came the Sugar Bowl, and oh 
how sweet that sugar was. Ohio 
State defeated the Alabama Crim-
son Tide. The kings of the SEC (the 
supposed best conference in col-
lege football), the center, and epit-
ome of the college football world 
were defeated. The SEC monkey 
was finally off Ohio State’s back, 
and they beat the best of the best 
to prove their legitimacy. Ben Co-
hen of the Wall Street Journal, 
summed up the Sugar Bowl Victo-
ry perfectly: “The most intimidat-
ing dynasty in the sport’s modern 
age is over ended here in the heart 

H

of SEC territory by the coach who 
started it and a school in a con-
ference that was tormented by it.”

Thinking back about recent 
years, Urban Meyer started the 
SEC’s reign at Florida by beating 
Ohio State in 2006. Since then, the 
SEC racked up numerous champi-
onships in a row, and Alabama had 
won two of the past three with the 
exception of Florida State last year. 
The Alabama and SEC dynasty of 
superiority was over – and the one 
who ended that reign was the one 
who started it, the greatest coach in 
all of college football – Urban Meyer.
And to put the icing on the cake, my 
father managed to snag us two tick-
ets to AT&T Stadium for the Nation-
al Championship against Oregon.

ven though I missed 
the first two days 
of classes for it, I’ve 
since been forgiven by 
all of my professors.
The unthinkable was 
complete. Ohio State 

won the championship behind 
a third string quarterback who 
was making his third career start 
in the championship game. Ohio 
State’s defense shut down all three 
Heisman candidates in order of 
how they finished – Melvin Gor-
don (Wisconsin), Amari Cooper 
(Alabama), and Heisman Trophy 
winner, Marcus Mariota (Oregon).
And there I was standing in the 
rainstorm of golden confetti cel-
ebrating my favorite team’s win. 
I was now able to finally call them 
and all of Buckeye Nation – THE 
Undisputed National Champions.
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1 After losing Braxton Miller, 
OSU rebounded well with 
a 34-17 win in their season 
opener against Navy.

2 Freshman quarterback JT 
Barrett struggled in his 
second start which led to an 
upset loss to the Virginia 
Tech Hokies.

3 Losing to the Hokies 
dropped the Buckeyes to 
23rd in the polls, but OSU 
roared back with a 66-0 
victory over Kent State. 

4 The Buckeyes hosted in-
state opponent Cincinatti 
and won 50-28 for their 
second consecutive win.

5 On the road against Mary-
land, Ohio State managed to 
keep their forward progress 
moving with an impressive 
52-24 victory.

6 Following that road 
win, OSU defeated 
the Scarlet Knights 
of Rutgers by a score 
of 56-17.

7

Ohio State survived a double 
overtime scare against Penn 
State in Happy Valley, winning 
31-24.

8

In the Battle for the 
Illibuck, Ohio State 
emerged victorious 
over the Illini, 55-14.

9

Ranked 16th, the 
Bucks strolled into 
East Lansing and 
took down the mighty 
Spartans, 49-37.

10
A game played in snow 

and ten degree weather, 
the Bucks beat Minne-

sota 31-24 to re-emerge 
as a playoff contender.

11
Though trailing in the 

third quarter, Ohio State 
rallied to defeat the 

upset-minded Indiana 
Hoosiers 42-27.

12
The Buckeyes beat their 
biggest rivals, the Mich-
igan Wolverines, 42-28. 

However, they lost emerg-
ing Heisman candidate 

quarterback JT Barrett to 
an ankle injury.

13
In his first career start, 

third string quarterback 
Cardale Jones demol-

ished Wisconsin in the 
Big Ten Championship 

Game by a score of 59-0.

14
OSU managed to 

make it into the four 
team playoff and 

defeated the number 
one seeded Alabama 

Crimson Tide, 42-35.

In their final 
game of the sea-
son, the Buck-
eyes capped an 
improbable run 
and claimed the 
first undisputed 
National Cham-
pionship Tro-
phy in college 
football history.

OHIO STATE - 42
OREGON - 20
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*All photos taken by Parker Eads


