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PETERSBURG — For Petersburg 
native Jamar Hinton, playing for the 
Petersburg Generals has been a won-
derful experience.

Having won three consecutive 
Central district championship titles 
from 2011-2013 with Dinwiddie 
High School, Hinton has molded 
himself  into a hometown hero.

Despite receiving All District 
honors as a third baseman in 2012 
and All District an All Region hon-
ors in 2013 as a shortstop, playing for 
his collegiate team at North Carolina 
Central University and for the Gen-
erals has helped Hinton improve his 
performance on the field.

“My mental aspect to the game 
has gotten a lot better,” he said. “The 
speed of  the game at this level is fast-
er. You have to be sharp and crisp. As 
a pitcher, you have to know what to 
throw and when to throw it; you can’t 
just get away with just throwing fast-
balls like in middle and high school.”

The level and quality of  player 
from high school to the collegiate 
level is a big leap to adjust to.

“This league is very competitive,” 
Hinton stated. “You see a lot of  Di-
vision I players in this league. This 
is top level baseball, and it’s great to 
compete against such great talent in 
the Coastal Plain League.”

On the mound, Hinton has only 
made four appearances, but he’s 
managed to record four strikeouts 
and has only allowed six hits and two 
runs. In the batter’s box, Hinton has 
recorded 16 hits, four runs and nine 

RBIs, and he currently has a .291 bat-
ting average.

“I’ve learned that you have to be 
aggressive in this league when hit-
ting,” he said. “There is also a big 
difference because of  having to use 
wooden bats instead of  the alumi-
num bats; it’s harder to adjust to that, 
especially with inside pitches. You 
have to get your hands all the way 
through on inside pitches so that the 
bat doesn’t shatter.”

When it comes to his time at 
NCCU, Hinton redshirted his 2014 
season and only played in a few 
games this past season. His parents 
and family can’t always make it to see 
him perform with NCCU being two 
hours away from Petersburg.

But getting to play for the home-
town Generals gives them that op-
portunity, and it’s proven to be a mo-
tivating factor for him.

“It gives me confidence to see 
my family and friends watching and 
cheering me on,” Hinton said. “I can 
get a lot of  people that I know to 
come to the games, and I really enjoy 
that experience.”

“I love getting to play in front of  
my parents. My parents can’t make it 
to as many games when I’m away at 
college,” he said. “But I really enjoy 
playing in this league and in the place 
where I call home.”
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