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PRINCE GEORGE — After going 
undefeated in their first nine games 
of  the season, the Prince George 
Dixie Youth Ponytails fell to Appo-
mattox twice in the state champion-
ship game.

Prince George defeated Appo-
mattox earlier in their undefeated run 
by a 3-2 score, but Appomattox man-
aged to win two games to lay claim to 
the championship title.

“This was only our second year 
doing this,” said head coach Johnny 
Clements. “There’s nothing for those 
girls to be ashamed of. They should 
be proud of  what they accomplished 
and should hold their heads high.”

In district play, the team gener-
ated 41 runs and only allowed seven 
against them. They went 5-0 in dis-
trict play and then capped off  a dis-
trict championship by defeating Din-
widdie by a score of  7-2.

Assistant coach and daughter of  
Clements, Whitney Clements said 
that “a lot of  people didn’t expect us 
to go as far as we did.”

After steamrolling through the 
district, the team went on to win four 
more consecutive games in the state 
tournament, but they inevitably fell 
in the final two games.

“It was a dogfight going back and 
forth in both games,” Clements stat-
ed. “We just made a few errors that 
cost us the game. You just have to 
learn from the mistakes and get bet-
ter next time.”

Having only one year of  experi-
ence under their belt, inexperience 

may have played a role in the team’s 
loss.

“I think the nerves and pressure 
may have gotten to them a little bit 
and may have added up,” Whitney 
said. “They were pretty upset, but we 
told them to play every game like it 
was their last.”

Clements coaches dedication, 
hard work, and focus, which is some-
thing that Whitney has been through 
during her time as a player herself  for 
Prince George and in her time play-
ing at Richard Bland College.

“The girls really look up to Whit-
ney a lot,” Clements said.

But being an assistant coach has 
been what she called an “eye opener.”

“You have to have a heart and 
a desire to play the game,” she said. 

“You have to have focus to 
play the game. And now that 
I’m an actual coach, I see 
where he is coming from 
with regards to dedication 
and hard work. He is very 
vocal, and he gets his point 
across.”

Despite falling in the 
championship game how-
ever, the team was different 
from the others in how they 
bonded together.

“Some of  them play 
travel ball together,” Whit-
ney continued, “but they 
brought the others in and 
worked well as a team. They 
became like their own fam-
ily.”

If  the team only won a 
single game the whole sea-
son, they would have been 
satisfied, according to Cle-
ments. But they managed to 

do much more than that. With just 
a few adjustments and attention to 
details, the team should be back next 
year with their eyes set on the title.
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