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PETERSBURG — Named after his 
father and grandfather, George King 
Young, better known around the Pe-
tersburg area as ‘GK,’ is no stranger 
to putting the bat on the ball.

Young is the catcher for the 
Generals, and he plays his collegiate 
baseball for Coastal Carolina as a first 
baseman and the designated hitter.

This season is not Young’s first 
experience in the Coastal Plain 
League. Last year, he was a member 
of  the Asheboro Copperheads, but 
he made the switch to Petersburg for 
his second season in the league.

Young is currently hitting for 
the Generals with a batting average 
of  .337, and he’s amassed five home 
runs, 12 runs, 31 hits, 19 RBIs and 
a 6.16 slugging percentage so far 
this season. His slugging percentage 
actively ranks second in the Coastal 
Plain League amongst all other play-
ers.

Despite these impressive statis-
tics, Young still thinks there is room 
for improvement.

“I think I can be better at identi-
fying pitches and to not swing at the 
bad ones that are down in the zone,” 
Young said. “I try my best not to 
swing at offspeed pitches, and I try to 
be patient and wait on fastballs that I 
can drive through.”

The Conway, S.C. native record-
ed a .301 batting average this past 
season with Coastal Carolina. Along 
with that, Young tallied a total of  48 
RBIs and nine home runs.

“The major difference between 
playing college ball and summer ball 

in the CPL is using a wooden bat,” 
Young said. “There’s definitely an 
adjustment to using the wood. Even 
though it’s a challenge, I prefer to use 
the wood. If  you want to play in the 
Major Leagues, you’re going to have 
to use a wooden bat.”

Prior to his time with Coastal 
Carolina and Petersburg, Young set 
high school records at Conway High 
for career RBIs with 127. He also set 
records for single-season home runs 
with 13 and career home runs with 
29. Young batted over .400 in each of  
his four years in high school.

Batting isn’t the only place on the 
diamond that Young is a factor, but 
he is also a factor behind the plate as 

well. He has a .969 fielding percent-
age to go along with 116 putouts so 
far this season.

“I can always be better behind 
the plate though,” Young said. “It 
can be a tough job having to always 
be squatting and using your knees 
which gets you tired faster than the 
other players.”

As a team though, the Generals 
have relied on Young’s consistency 
at the plate, and he thinks his team’s 
chances for the playoffs are still look-
ing good.

“We’ve gotten a lot better,” he 
said. “We’ve got some new guys and 
some new arms in, so hopefully we 
can make a run at it [the playoffs].”

GK Young won the Coastal Plain League Home Run Derby last summer for 
the Petersburg Generals.
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