
In the midst of  the recognition of  
former E&H Head Football Coach 
Lou Wacker with the naming of  the 
football grandstands, there were oth-
er recent and notable tributes made 
surrounding Emory & Henry athlet-
ics.

“These particular plans began 
to develop back in January 2014 as 
we talked about appropriate ways to 
honor Coach Lou Wacker who was 
inducted into the VA Sports Hall of  
Fame last spring,” said athletics di-
rector Myra Sims. “It is a very elite 
group of  individuals who have been 
selected for that honor and it is a big 
deal for our small college to have one 
of  our coaching greats in it.”

Wacker produced 136 All-ODAC 
First Team players, 36 All-Americans, 
and five ODAC Players of  the Year 
during his tenure as head football 
coach. His team in 1987 reached the 
Division III semifinals, and his team 
in 1992 finished in the top eight in 
the country.

Along with the naming of  the 
grandstands, there also was an unveil-
ing of  a Coaching Legends Walkway 
which was named after Thomas ‘Bin-
go’ Fullerton, known as the Fullerton 
Plaza. On Homecoming weekend, 
E&H also coined the football field as 
Nicewonder Field to honor the Nice-
wonder family for their continued 
support of  Wasps athletics.

“We also discussed the fact that 
we should honor the Nicewonder 
Family for their significant contribu-
tions to athletics going back over the 
last 10 or more years.  We considered 
many options, and the Fullerton fam-
ily was consulted early in the process 

about options for honoring Coach 
Fullerton,” Sims said. “The family 
had input and was extremely pleased 
with the ultimate outcome.  They feel 
that his name is now more prominent 
than before, and there is now a very 
nice plaque in our ‘Coaching Legends 
Walk’ which explains his importance 
in the history of  the football pro-
gram.  Prior to this, very few people 
knew what he had done since there 
was no plaque explaining the histo-
ry.”

The Coaching Legends Walk 
honors some long-time great Emory 
& Henry coaches which include: Ful-
lerton, Casto Ramsey, Fred Selfe, and 
Wacker.

Coach Ramsey accounted for the 
most wins in program history at the 
time of  his retirement with 81 to-
tal victories. Coach Selfe coined the 
popular E&H slogan – “Trust in your 

teammates; trust in yourself.” The 
rock on the field just outside the field 
house commemorates Selfe and his 
contributions.

“It was a great day, and the fami-
lies of  Coach Wacker, Coach Fuller-
ton, Coach Selfe, and Coach Ramsey 
were all on hand and excited to be 
honored on the field and at a recep-
tion in the field house.  They were 
all humbled and excited to see the 
beautiful plaques that were unveiled 
that day. We plan to consider other 
football coaches in the future for 
inclusion in the Coaching Legends 
Walk,” Sims added. “E&H is a place 
very grounded in tradition, and the 
importance of  these former coaches 
cannot be overstated. I think it is im-
portant for the current team as well 
as our alumni to see that we value 
the tradition upon which this place is 
built.”

Head Coach Lou Wacker was just one of the former E&H Coaches honored 
in this past weekend’s honoring of coaching legends.
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